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The Boy from Glebe

The story of the early life of James
Francis Hurley (1885-1962) as a
professional photographer in Sydney
previous to his 1911 departure with
Douglas Mawson for the Antarctic,
has been overshadowed by the well
documented and published stories
about his later life and adventures

Frank Hurley, the professional
photograopher, adventurer and author,
storted life in the working class suburb
of Glebe. He went on to experience

a full lifetime of extraordinary
achievements. In his last years, he
continued his active professional life on
the Northern Beaches of Sydney where
he established an extraordinary garden
that was a testament to his passion for
Australian native plants

The exhibition is structured to provide
bookends to Hurley's life — with the
first focus being on his photography in

and around Sydney and the Northern
Beaches. including Manly, and the
second being on the photographs
and postcards that reflect his lifelong
engagement with Australian notive
plants

The Professional Photographer
Frank Hurley started his photographic
r around 1905, His professional
interest may have started through

an association with Henry Mallard,
who was an assistant in Harrington's
Photographic store in Sydney's
George Street ond an active amateur
photographer

Hurley's commitment to photography
grew until he reached the point where
his "day job’ interfered with his extra-
curricular interests; or occording to the
Frank Hurley story line, his employer,
the Post ond Telegraph Department,
realised Hurley's dedication was
elsewhere and asked him to leave



Around 1906, Hurley was established
n a position with Henry S. Cave,

a lithographer and printer in Dalley
Street, near Circular Quay. Hurley,
being the young and energetic
entrepreneur, was quick to secure

a better position and so the firm
became known as Cave and Hurley

Hurley's Studio

Following the death of Henry Cave,
Hurley established his own business
producing stationery, postcards and
photographs. It is during this time that
his postcards appeared with various
branding. such as FJH, or just ‘Hurley’
and later 'Frank Hurley’

Hurley's studio, being close to Circular
Quay. was very much in the centre of
the action in early Sydney, and he was
well positioned to travel by tram out
to the coastal eastern suburbs and to
cross the harbour to visit the northern

suburbs and Northern Beaches,
including Manly

He spent his days capturing images
for postcards as well as images for
his own use. It is most likely Hurley
submitted images to newspapers such
as the Herald, the Town and Country
and to other journals

At this time, 1907 to 1911, he developed
many of the practices and dramatic
gesthetic techniques that were to
continue and underpin his life's work
for the next half-century

Adventures South & the World Wars
Hurley's achieverments from 1911
to 1945 are numerous and are well

documented. As well as being involved

in Antarctic voyaages, he was an o
wor photographer in WWI! and WW
During his service, he was given the

rank of Captaoin and awarded an OBE




Houses, Gardens & Native Plants
When Hurley was returning from
WWI, he stopped off in Egypt where
he met and married an opera singer,
Antoinette Thierault. They returned to
Australia and. in the 1920s, established
homes in and around Sydney Harbour
Their later homes. including at Rose
Bay. were enhanced by Hurley's
growing passion for establishing
gordens for his family of four children
(Adelie. Toni, Yvonne and Frank)

Around 1950, the Hurley family moved

to a new house on Collaroy Plateau

The dominant feature of the house
was (and still is) the large window

on the northern side of the house that
provides a panoramic view across
Narrabeen Lake. Hurley, who had seen
many vnogmfuccnt views internat Om‘llly‘
was quoted as saying that his view
over the Narrabeen Lake was better
than any he had experienced anywhere
in the world

The original property was expansive
and encompassed natural landscapes
on the cliff face ot the rear as well as
room for a large garden. It was here
that Frank continued o passion that
started in his former households,
constructing gardens beds, pathways
and establishing a garden worthy

of being classed as a ‘'mini botanical
garden’

Whenever Hurley was oaway from
home, and this waos often and

for extended times, the job fell to
Antoinette Hurley to ensure thot

the garden was well maintained
R

Relatives often speak of having visited
to find her hard at work in the garden

Hurley lived out his life s a resident of
the Northern Beaches and would have
been seen, when he was home from
national excursions, catching the bus into
the ABC offices or to attend meetings

with his publishers and other agents



Collaroy Plateau &

the Northern Beaches

Frank Hurley was a prolific producer
of photography and associated
publications throughout his
professional life, until his death in
1962 at home on Collaroy Plateau

A major part of Hurley's work in

his years on the Northern Beaches
involved authoring a series of
publications including books,
pamphlets.calendars and postcards
While the major part of this production
involved photographs from most of
the states of Australia, there was
also a constant theme - Australian
native plants
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His work is represented in cultural
institutions including the Nationo
Gallery of Australia, the National Library
of Australia, the I

ional Archives
the Australion War Memorial, Screen
Sound Australia, the Mitchell Library
in Sydney, and The Mawson Antarctic
Collection, University of Adelaide

Hurley sought and achieved recognition
through his vision of the 'perfect’ picture
and through his many productions, he

gained wide public acceptance

It is significant that Frank Hurley cho

the enticing ambience of the Northern
Beoches area to live out his life. From

here he produced an exciting array of

publications and photographs, while
also pursuing his passion for gardening
and his interest in Australian native

plants

The life of Frank Hurley, Sydney
photographer and native plant
gardener, is a colourful part of
the cultural heritage of Sydney’s

Northern Beaches
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